
 

 
Following weeks of contentious negotiations among Republicans in the House of Representatives, traction to 
pass the American Health Care Act (AHCA) to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act (ACA), came to a 
halt this afternoon.  The highly anticipated vote was scheduled for 3:30 today, but at the 11th-hour, House 
majority leader, Paul Ryan (R-WI), pulled the legislation from the house floor without an up-or-down vote. 
Without the vote tally to proceed today, the Republican leadership must regroup in the coming months if 
intending to keep GOP campaign ACA repeal and replace promises.   

News Recap 

Speaker of the House, Paul Ryan, initially announced the vote would occur on the 23rd, which is seven years, to-
the-day, since the passage of the ACA.  Wrangling to consolidate votes from the various GOP House caucuses 
delayed the vote by one day. President Trump’s ultimatum to vote today, or the White House agenda will shift 
from health care, proved to be unsuccessful.   

The AHCA is a budget-specific reconciliation bill, thereby requiring a simple majority vote in the Senate rather 
than the customary 60-vote filibuster-proof vote. Typically, the House requires a majority vote (218 votes);  
yet, this year, due to House seat vacancies, the Republicans needed only 216 votes.   

During the week of March 20th, President Trump, along with the newly confirmed director of the Department of 
HHS, Dr. Tom Price, made a rare appearance on Capitol Hill to rally necessary votes.  Also, this week, the GOP 
issued a Manager’s Amendment to the proposed AHCA to address concerns from moderate Republicans 
about potential cost increases for older Americans. In a balancing act to appease the spectrum from 
conservative-to-moderate positions, the House leadership considered modifications from the House Freedom 
Caucus, a group of approximately 30 Republicans whom, in general, oppose the continuation of tax credits and 
support eliminating insurer requirements to offer ACA-defined Essential Health Benefits (EHBs), among other 
conservative initiatives. Ultimately, consensus was not reached among Republicans as the first attempt to 
repeal and replace the ACA is not moving forward.  

What to Expect Next? 

As we did when the ACA was introduced into the legislative process, Oswald will closely monitor all upcoming 
developments and provide timely updates.  We will continue to actively advocate for employers and employees 
on Capitol Hill, and provide analysis, direction and strategic clarifications to guide employers.  Please look for 
weekly Oswald updates and contact us with any questions.  
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